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illustrated. 1843 edition. Excerpt: . . . for that the form of a table may more move and turn the simple from the
old superstitious opinions of the popish mass, and to the right use of the Lords Supper, we exhort (he curates,
churchwardens, and c. , to erect and set up the Lords board, aEer tbe form of an honest table, decently
covered. During tbe reign of King Edward, the Lords table took the place of the Popish altars; but when Roman.
Mary came to the throne Altars again took the place of Tables, and the Missal the place of the Prayer Book.
When Queen Elizabeth became Head of the Church, Altars were again removed, and Tables set up once more in
the Churches, upon the strong representations and eHorts of the Reformers. (See Strypes Jlnnals, chap. 12. )
Since that period, various High-Church divines have longed for the Altar again, as we may infer from their
phraseology. The Prayer-Book, however, puts its veto upon this restoration. Yet they still adhere to the old
Popish language; and persist in the name of Altar. This unauthorized innovation upon the language of the
Church Service, is especially prevalent during theso days of Popish Tractarianism. Inasmuch as the Prayer-
Book never uses th term Altar, in the Communion 8ervice, but always the term Table, why do the lovers of the
Prayer-Book. never use Table, but always Altar f And why do they now begin to use the prothesis or little Altar--
a phraseology dishonorable both...
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