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I intimated yesterday that if time had been allowed, I should have been glad to submit to the Senate my views at
some length in relation to some of the grave constitutional and political principles and questions involved in the
measure before us. Even for questions of a lower order, those of a merely historical character, the time which
has elapsed since this bill, in its present form, was brought into the Senate, which I think is but a fortnight ago
yesterday, has hardly been suGicient, for one not previously possessed of the information, to acquaint myself
fully with the details belonging to the subject before us, even to these which relate to subordinate parts of it,
such as our Indian relations. Who will undertake to say how they will be aGected by the measure now before the
Senate, either under the provisions of the bill in that respect as it stood yesterday, or as it will stand now that all
the sections relative to the Indians have been stricken out? And then, sir, with respect to that other and greater
subject, the question of slavery as connected with our recent territorial acquisitions, it would take a person
more than a fortnight to even read through the voluminous debates since 1848, the knowledge of which is
necessary for a thorough comprehension of this important and delicate subject. For these reasons, sir, I shall
not undertake at this time to discuss any of these larger questions. I rise for...
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