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Brendan tales, will remember Thomas, a young novice of an Irish abbey who follows and chronicles the
adventures of a renegade monk, the Mad St. Brendan. Brendan is seeking a northern route to the land known
today as the Americas. Chapter one opens with Brosius, Thomas s strong right arm, entertaining his pupils in
the city of Cahokia, the ruins of which exist even today along the Mississippi River near St. Louis. Brosius
recounts the dangers and beauty of the northern seas they crossed from Ireland and the harrowing journey in
their ox hide curragh to the beaches and rivers of the rugged shores of the land that would be named Nova
Scotia. The entire crew is captured and enslaved by the treacherous Alnanbal Indians of the St. Lawrence River.
Fate and fortune sets a stage for Thomas s rise to power in the Mississippi River city of Cahokia. Thomas plays a
key role in the power struggles of this empire located in the Mississippi Valley, as well as the Toltec capitol of
Teotihuacan in modern day Mexico. Their adventures are set against a backdrop of the brilliant colors of the
most advanced culture of 6th century Middle America and the riotous, golden civilization of the Toltec Empire.
Woven into the tapestry of Thomas s adventures is the mad, power-hungry St. Brendan. Stripped bare of the
patina of early Church sanctity, he emerges as a complex and flawed being. He is a man who must have power,
adulation, and godliness, even at the sacrifice of his followers. Brendan has fallen under the devastating
intoxication of the...
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