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BOOK IV. TELLMARCH. I. ON THE TOP OF THE DUNE. The old
man waited until Halmalo was out of sight; then drawing his
sca-cloak more closely around him, he started walking slowly,
wrapt in thought. He took the direction of Huisnes; Halmalo had
gone towards Beauvoir. Behind him rose the enormous triangle
of Mont Saint-Michel, with its cathedral tiara and its cuirasslike
fortress, whose two great eastern towers -- the one round, the
other square -- help the mountain to bear up under the burden
of the church and the village. As the pyramid of Cheops is a
landmark in the desert, so is Mont-Saint Michel a beacon to the
sea. The quicksands in the bay of Mont Saint-Michel act
imperceptibly upon the dunes. At that time between Huisnes and
Ardevon there was a very high one, which is no longer in
existence....
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