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indexed. Not illustrated. 1920 Excerpt: .$14.36 per hundredweight. This made the average cost $33.32 per hog.
The finished carcass (ready to cut up, including the head) weighed 178 pounds of meats, and fats for lard. In
other words, we paid for 232 pounds of live hog, but got only 178 pounds of finished carcass for our $33.32. This
made the finished carcass cost us at the rate of $18.72 per hundredweight. These are average figures on our
whole business. As a matter of fact, the live cost ranged from a minimum of $10.89 to a maximum of $18.71,
according to quality of hogs and the general condition of the market at different times. This meant that the
dressed cost ranged from $14.17 to $24.35. If dressed hogs could be sold immediately as whole carcasses,
marketing would be a comparatively simple matter from the standpoint of the packer; and if all parts of the
hog were of equal desirability there would be little variation in price for the different cuts when they reach the
consumer. But some parts of the hog are of better quality or are a more economical purchase for the
household than other parts; and some parts can be cured and prepared in such a way as to make them more
highly desirable and in very great demand as compared with other parts of the hog. As a matter of fact,
practically twothirds of the dressed weight of a hog is placed into cure and afterwards smoked. The process...
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