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Necessary Work: Discovering Old Forests, New Outlooks, and Community on the Andrews Forest Levno Al Figure
36 - Fred Swanson ( left ) takes initial readings from a set of erosion pins estab-lished in August 1980 at a study
site on Mount St. Helens, shortly after the eruption earlier that year. and communication so the science, overall,
could be better. Swanson and Franklin recruited Sedell into the collaborative effort at Mount St. Helens, and he
emphasizes that the personal connection he had forged with Swanson over the previous decade 27 was the
central reason for his decision to work with the group. The Mount St. Helens event was an opportunity to
extrapolate themes originat-ing with the Coniferous Biome and test them against field conditions in the
broader landscape of the Pacific Northwest. Among other benefits of their experience at Mount St. Helens,
people in the group gained an appreciation for the power of con-ceptual modeling, as opposed to the
advantages of models on a strictly mathemati-cal basis. McKee explains they learned to appreciate the eventual
interaction of terrestrial and aquatic systems and the potential for incorporating feedback loops into that
conceptual model. He also suggests that the groups response to the eruption was an important test of their
leadership and organizational structure. The stream team, McKee argues, stayed together so much because of
the Mount St. Helens eruption . ... That group was able to get together the money needed to 27 Communication
from Fred Swanson 2 January 1999; interview with...
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